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Module Aims: 
 

1. Encourage wider reading of empirical educational research, particularly in recent 

journals. 

2. Broaden knowledge of research paradigms in relation to empirical educational 

research. 

3. Relate education research paradigms to epistemological and ontological theories. 

Expected Learning Outcomes: 

 
At the end of this module, students will be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 

1. Read and evaluate critically empirical education research. 
2. Identify, from reading, the ontological and epistemological stance taken by the author. 
3. Apply the knowledge of underlying concepts and principles (ontology and 

epistemology) to identify strengths and weaknesses of selected education research. 
4. Consider how education research is iterative and generative. 
5. Critically evaluate the impact of selected education research to solving problems in 

educational practice. 
 

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 

 critically analyse and evaluate the application of theory to practice; 

 literature searching; 

 academic reading and writing; 

 analysis of argument; 

 critical thinking and writing.  
 
 

Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 
Two assessments will be undertaken by the participants.  Each assessment will require the 
student to select a piece of empirical education research (one from each of the main research 
paradigms).  The participants will evaluate the research in the light of a framework provided, 
considering a range of factors relating to the research.  For example objective, author’s voice, 
paradigm, ontological and epistemological stances, research questions (and how/if they are 
addressed), etc. Articles will be selected by the participants and agreed with the tutor before 
analysis and evaluation commence.  Student will need to be able to find at least one of the 
references from the article they select (to cover outcome 5). 
 

Assessment 
number 

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of 
assessment 

Weighting Duration (eg, 
if exam or 
presentation) 

Word count (or 

equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 1 - 5 Essay 50%  2,000 

2 

 
1 - 5 Essay 50%  2,000 

 



Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

 
The module will be delivered using an interactive approach drawing upon the readings 

undertaken by the participants.  The strategies to be adopted will include tutor directed 

sessions, workshops, simulation, video-tapes, seminars and supported self-study based on 

learners’ review of education research in preparation for writing their assessments. Peer 

learning and peer review will also form part of the social constructivist approach to the 

module.  The use of the VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) is also encouraged through 

interactive activities, forums and discussion groups. 

 
 

Syllabus outline: 

 availability of education research; 

 search techniques for education research journals (driven by participants own areas 

of interest); 

 paradigms of research in general and in education; 

 epistemology and ontology in relation to world views and the conduction of research; 

 alignment of epistemology / ontology and research methodologies; 

 the use of the researcher’s voice in research; 

 recognition and analysis of the construction of arguments in research; 

 narrative truth in writing.  
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